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Battered Table, Chair In Bare Room 
Is Braddock Mosque; New Quarters Set 

By }"RITZ LALENDORF 
F1ft ' eg1·oes ._ at Jn tl1eir sto king ferl a 11rl gazNi to\\'at·rl 

the "Mo~que," a battered table and chair at one end of the I 
1·oom. 

1ost \Vrre lad in a fez, make hift tt11 ·l1A ns 01· ~l1a,\•)~. 

and tl1ree j-
the only as a11 honorary delegate to 

A well•WOl'll l~llg 

ligl1t bulbs were 
other :furnishings. 

A dime la)' forlornly in a 
dish at one end of the table. 

The occasion was the week• 
] y meeting of the First I lam• 
i~ Mosque of Braddock at 

int h a 11 d Washington 
St1,.eets. 

Tl1e g1~oup sat quictl)' )'es­
terday listen i 11g to Sl1eikl1 
Daottd Ahmed l~aisal, found• 
er, spiritual h~ad and director 
of the Islamic Mis ion head• 
quartered in Br,ookl)'n. 

''These people.'' uld Ah• 
med, with a ,,,ave tn his 
followers, have accepted our 
tif'.:.chlnp. " 'l1y can't more 
do likewise?'' 

Hi! followe1·s r eally a rcn· t 
that in t J1e t rictes t sen e of 
the word although they \Vork 
diligently to perpetuate t i1e 
faith. 

I lam has no membe1·sh ip 
explains Ahmed. It is an ' 'in· 
stitution'' with the ~f osque 
open •• to the entire universe.'' 

The self-proclaimed lea• 
der travels ,videly spread• 
Ing hlS rospel. He has been 
In this country 48 years 
!llnce mig-ratlnr from his 
natt,,e 1\lorocco. 

He founded the mi. s ion in 
1~32 and has spent 10 )·ea1~s 

thP United Nation . 
••r don't kno\v why l rame 

to thi country, '' he said. •'I am 
heartsick about the treatment 
of our people l1ere.'' 

''People uk me about 
America. I 111u'lt defend you 
.-verywher-,. I say yota have 
ron1e from reneratlons of 
sla,·ery and are not yet 
ready.'' 

Islam has ne er caught on 
here because it's nevet· been 

I taught, tl1e spit·itua l lPader 
rontends. Its teachers ha e 

I been continually mocked, jeer-
ed and suppre sed, he said. 

''1\f an 11 .1u~t now ,_.~lnK 
f lie light,'' Ahm~d added, 
and the sel't 18 tl1rlvlng. 

ThP Bradctocl< mis ion if; 
gt .. owing rapidly and v.1111 
mo e into ne,,, quarters \\1ith-
in the next few weeks. 

' 'Peace be wi th you ,'' the I 
convert~ cho1·used as the 1·e• 

porters le! t. 


