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2 M slim Factions in Conflict 
e Ry ISSA EL KORA.SHI 

For the pa t few years, Brooklyn re ident have become alarmed and puzzled 
'-.:I! by hootout~ among the Muslim groups ln thefr midst. The latest incident was a gun 
8; battle at the Ya in Mo que, 52 Herkimer Place, in the Bedford-St uyvesant section. 
r-i 

On the night of Feb. 4, five 
i:: men, armed with shotguns and 
ri automatic postels, invaded the Ya 
~ in mosque and fired into a group 
- of Sunni Muslims. The fir e was < returned. Two of the invaders and 
j;:) two of the mo que·s Muslims 
~ were shot to death, another :Mus 
~ Jim was seriously injured. The 
~ urviving gunmen e.·caped. There 

was no explanation to police for 
rJS the shooting. 
B':; Who are the l\Iushm's, and wh y 

the violence? 
~ The word )IusJim or :\Ioslem 

comes from Islam, the faith 
>-4 based on the words and reUgious 
< ystem founded in Arabia by t he 
0 Prophet Muhammad early in the 
Z 7th century. It i. a doctrine 
P observed by one- e\ enth of the 
rn world's population, with over 500-

million followers f ·om :\Iorocco 
to Indonesia. 

Islam mean "H1bmi sion to 
God's will." The followers are 
monotheists. theol< gically con
ervative, with no tu r ct u re d 

clergy or missionary programs. 
A numb r of .. 11 ·]ems came 

t the 'njt,,d tatc in the early 
l!J00. , mainly for ~ ria and Leb
anon, and c:ettled on Atlantic 
Ave., near Borough Ha 11, in 
Brook I. n. , eveial c- 1rs mo,·ed 
n to Ih•arhom, :\fi 1., nncl some 

settled in Tolc,lo, · hio, Philadel
hia, Baltimore anil Cedar Rapids 

Jowa. 
:i00,000 in l'. ~. bership estimated at 100,000 to boxing champion. He changed his 

There are about :-,00,000 :\Ios- 200,000. name to Muhammad Aii. I 
km in the · .• . Mo:t are pro- :\-Iuhammad became acquainted In 1966, there wa~. a ru.--i_1or 
f • ional people and students in with I lam in 1932 when he that former heaveywe1ght boxmg 
univer itie . The :\lajority are the shared a Michigan jail cell mth champi_on Joe Loui wa. affili
so-calle<l true :\losl ms or follow- a Syrian :\Io !em. He was im- I ated ":th ~li.e Bl~ck :\fushm ! but 
. f I ·I · ·t · t;ll . ct· cd pressed with the faith and decided he derued it, statmg that r.e could r o s am a J is . p1.\ IC t t th ·t· "th t 11 ·n the rab worl I to renovate it to fit the needs no . accep e po _1 10n a a 

I Th th . \ · il· ft ue of the .American balck. white folks are de·nls." I 
e a_ cn:ig I :lee ? r l The movement flouri hed and 

Mo le!11s m • cw \ ork . is ~he Splinter Group Form is estimated to have assets todaY \ 
I l'.1nnc_ Center at 1 River icle There are about 70 Black :\Ius- of about 75 million. Some men;-
Dn~e m ?lanhattan, he~d~d. by lim mosques around the country. hers began criticizing the lu_x-

htf11 °!han Doi t' a iel~f~u~ I The sect emphasizes black racial urious life style which Elijah Mu-
se O ~r -w O came rom g~p pride and a rejection of white hammad and his sons adopted. 
two )' ears ago. , . Christian culture. Traditional Is- :\Iuhammad lives in a 500,000 

The center attra, ts.· I I d _d I e lamic leaders lend to repudiate Chicage mansion and his sons and 
Ea~tern 8ndll Afro-t\ Jant diplt the Black :\luslims because, they some of his aides reside in homes 
ma s, as we ~s u_ en s, w_ 0 say, the anti-white, segreationist estimated to haYe co~t from 
ftO there_ occa ioma .I~ for pir- philosophy is contrary to clas ic 100,000 to '350,000. 
1tual guidance. Th:1t group as- teachin • • · 
erts that it ha no political or . . g. . Aft~r the 196? as assmahon m 

social objectives, that it's interest EhJ~h Muhamma1 :replies that Washington Heights of Malco~m 
i mainly reli ious knowledge. j I lam 1s a great religion but that X, one of ::\luhammad's chief 

• _ 
1 
it is still pra_cticed exactly a i cryti~s, splinter groups arose 

A Lending pok man I was at the tm1e of the founder withm the movement, accusing 
These are not the militant ::\Ius- :\Iohammad 1,400 years ago. He :\Iuhammad of mismanaging or

lims you rea~ abo1· t. They are I believes he has adapted the phi- ganization funds. 
mo tly American hlack groups losophy to meet contemporary A small number of followers 
that adopt d Islam in recent situations. left th Bl k M r d 
y nr . The viol nee i the re ult 1 • • e ac us 1ms an 
f variou faction and leaders Recruitrng Celegr ates started their own sects. Among 

competing for follow r . I The Black )1uslims try hard them are the Sunni , who prac-
Be t know of the!<e groups are to attract prominent blacks into tice their belief from the Ya Sic 

lh Black 1.uslim ,, or!-:anized in their movement. In 1960, the re- :\Iosque in Bedford -Styvesent 
the ]!)30s by Elijah 1uhammad, cruited Cassius Clay, who was ' 
who is poke man for a mem- on his way to becoming world I ( Continued on page B26 ) 
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(Continued From page B2) .. 

ere the hootout took place 
t\\·o , ·eek ago. 

C The Ya ~in . Iosque has been < a gathering- p t and place of 
::,J worship for a growing nun1ber 
C:::: of pr don1inan 1y black Brooklyn
CO ite who ~av th y "·ere con,;ert-

d to Orthodo. 1~1an1. 0 unnis'' 
~ in Arabic mean iollowers of the 

-. l roph t· way. 
r/'l In one of 1 eir leaflets. the 
~ . unui- an .. " ·er th que-tion. "~Y 
r:.J doe. nulnkind need I.Jam? by 
Z aying: ' I. lan1 i.. a systen1 of 

broth~rhoocl, ru h, p e a c e and 
~ ju tice before Allah ( the creator 
- of the univer.e). Islam orders 

~ ~~j; t~~e~f !j~~~!ogi~~:1!1tf:i;;! 
rn th t in111 d l ove, pence and 

t1·anquility b t ,·een man:' 
iuce the shootino- the n1osque 

doors are lock ~d and no one can 
nter ,vi thout an exa1uination. A 

r ec ntly hung poster on the ·wall 
avs .. This Pia i"' Bngg-ed.' The 

l .,~~c.l r · refu. to discus the 
shootings an<l are reluctant to 

v n peak f their religious 
bcli f ~ and or 1uhan1n1ad·s sect. 

One c:uppor r of the Sunnis 
t Le,· A1cindo1·. the noted basket
ball play r 1\ n ,wn as Karee111 
Adu1-Jabbar. 

Eighte n n1ontru ago. violence 
broke out an1ong . lu li1n pris
, ner on Rik :1r L land and 19 
pensons were hurt. T\\·o prisoners 

Elijah ~luhammad 
I 

- --~ -----
renre~enting the Ya in. or the 
Orthodox ~I u ~ Iin1s, bad an argu
ment ,yith the follo"~ers of ~Iu
hamn1ad, \Yho say they represent 
the '·reform" faction of Islam. 
The argun1ent resulted in the 
fight. 

T,vo weeks ago, after t h e 
hootout at Ya Sin 1nosque, lVIu

han1mad ·s representative in New 
·Yor k. Louis Farrakhan, denied I 
hat niuhan1n1ad!s followers were 

involved in the hooting. 
There is another group of ~fos- I 

len1s in Brooklyn, but they are 
peaceful. Their n1eeting place is 
the Islan1ic 11ission of America, 
143 State St. The director is a 
black called heikh Daoud ... t.\.hmed 
Fai al. He says he can1e from 
Grenada in 1913, and his family 
can1e originall~- from !tiorocco. 

heikh Faisal, 3, teaches the 
Koran, Islan1 ·s bible, and issues 
I lamic birth certificates, n1ar
riage certificates and other docu-

n1ents to proYe that the bearer 
is a l'iosle111. 


